“I use very simple, natural,
textured materials mixed in with
white and lime colored flowers to
decorate for Christmas. I think
some of the simplest decorations
are the prettiest.”
—Dana Wolter
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The staircase entry has a wonderful scale and a layer
of detail that makes it feel modern, says architect Dean
Robinson. “Dana has a very sophisticated understanding
of design. She knew what she wanted. My job was to take
her strong ideas and create a workable design,” he says.

In the family room, a wooden cherub seemingly flies
above the fireplace. The mantel, made from the same
hefty beams that span the ceiling, hosts a garland of
magnolia leaves that adds another natural element
to the holiday decorations. “I love playing different
textures against each another,” Dana says.

D a n a Wo l te r ’s f re s h , m o d e r n a p p ro a c h to c l a s s i c
interiors creates a warm, welcoming st yle all
d e c ke d o u t w i t h n a t u r a l g re e n e r y i n h e r f a m i l y ’s
Mountain Brook home.
birminghamhomeandgarden.com
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Like any homeowner, Dana Wolter wants her house to feel welcoming to visitors.
“Both my husband and I come from very large families, my girls are busy, active children, and many Friday
nights we have a house full of friends,” she says. But Dana, an interior decorator, has her own brand of warm
and inviting—one that embraces a calm color palette, clean lines, tactile fabrics, and worn surfaces.
Her signature mix of textures—honed marble, waxed woods, pecky cypress, crusty antiques, Belgian
linens, soft leather, and durable velvets—creates the layers in every room. “In order for a room to work, it
has to have balance,” she says. “Layering is a great way to achieve this and add dimension. It’s also a great
way to make a space feel like it has evolved over time.” Thanks to Dana’s deft hand at layering and a timeless
design by architect Dean Robinson, a visitor to the Wolters’ home would never guess that the structure is new
construction. “My goal was to build a home with pretty, classic finishes,” Dana says. “I knew I could layer
my interiors to create dimension and bring in a bit of the unexpected through upholstery, furniture, fabrics,
and artwork.” Inside the front door, Dana’s design takes shape. Here, paneled walls, an elegant stairway, and
built-ins give the space classic architectural character while an of-the-moment hide rug and contemporary
furnishings introduce the home’s penchant for neutral upholstery with a mix of textures.
Balanced at either end of the entry are the family room and combination living/dining room—where Dana
recreated one of her favorite spaces from her own childhood home. “Our living/dining room is 20 x 30 feet,
yet it feels very warm and inviting,” she says. The room incorporates a living area with sofa and chairs, niches
with upholstered benches, and a dining area with a 16-foot long banquette, table, and chairs. “I love the idea
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ana has a very sophisticated understanding of design. She knew
what she wanted. My job was to take her strong ideas and
— Architect Dean Robinson
create a workable plan.”
birminghamhomeandgarden.com
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The formal living area gathers around one of Dana’s favorite pieces of art—a painting by Alabama
artist Arthur Price. Overhead, a crystal chandelier was culled from her former home’s dining
room. Cream-colored walls wrap the room in a light, but not too stark, shell. “It is a custom color
that I’ve used in a lot of my interiors. You can put any color against that wall and it’ll pop,” Dana
says. “It’s a creamy white—like cauliflower or white gourds in the fall.” In the combination living/
dining room, the rough-hewn air of a tongue-and-groove pecky cypress ceiling is balanced by the
romance of a pair of niches tucked on either side of the room’s fireplace.
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I have always loved how a
party flows through these
rooms. It’s such a natural
transition from the dining
room to the living area for
after-dinner conversation
birminghamhomeandgarden.com
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Meet Dana Wolter
Dana Wolter Interiors was created when friends approached
Dana for design help. “Now, I have clients throughout Alabama,
Atlanta, and some as far away as Chicago,” Dana says. As a
wife and a mom to three girls and a Yorkie-Poo named Bitsy,
Dana works to balance her home and work life. “I like to think
of myself as a mother first and an interior decorator second,
though many times they go hand-in-hand,” she says. “I’m not
sure if it is my practical nature or quest for serenity in my own
life, but I almost always use a neutral, durable fabric on big
upholstery items for myself and my clients.”

In a window-wrapped corner of the kitchen,
a custom banquette upholstered in the same
hardworking polyester as the counter stools
is where the Wolter family dines together
for most meals. “Since it is 12 feet long, it
commands attention and is a great way to
balance out so many of the hard surfaces
found in a kitchen,” Dana says.
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The kitchen continues Dana’s
study in texture with its marble
countertops, quilted stainless
backsplash, and pecky cypress
island where counter-height
bongo stools pull up for seating.

birminghamhomeandgarden.com
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On a windowless wall behind the sofa, the
formal dining area is anchored by a 16-foot
banquette upholstered in carmel-colored
velvet. “I loved the banquette in Dana’s former
dining room and was convinced that it was
such a wonderful design signature,” says
architect Dean Robinson. Dana and Dean
agreed on a similar dining area in the Wolters’
new home. “The table is from my old house
but we never used the extra leaf. Now we need
it,” she says.

of sitting down to dinner with friends
and family and when finished, taking the
conversation to a few feet away on the sofa
and chairs,” Dana says. “I always loved
how a party would flow through those two
rooms in the home where I grew up.”
For her own children, the family room,
open to the adjacent kitchen, is the home’s
gathering spot. For Dana, it’s where her
grown-up approach to design meets the
need for hardworking interiors. “With
three children, a husband, a dog, and a
revolving door to my children’s friends
and our large family, it is important our
home consists of family-friendly finishes
and fabrics,” Dana says. Furnishings
slipcovered in treated linen (to make
it more durable) anchor the space in
natural, nubby softness while overhead,
worn wooden beams span the ceiling.
“The exposed beams are a great way to
add texture. The ceiling is pretty tall—11
feet—and I needed something to break
it up,” Dana says. A large antique cabinet
opposite the sofa adds even more tactile
interest. “At almost ten-feet tall, it provides
weight while its light-colored, crusty
surface provides great texture,” Dana says.
“It sets the tone in the space.”
There is no doubt that Dana’s opendoor policy sets the tone for her home’s
design. She works to have her interiors
feel classic and familiar, yet fresh and a bit
unexpected. “I don’t want my interiors to
be dated in a few years. I want my rooms
to have a presence, but I want them to
be warm and welcoming,” she says. “Our
home receives a lot of activity, and we
would not have it any other way.”
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